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to make public appearances and take the risk of assassina-
tion. He went about his ordinary business and did not
alter his plans. His first interest was to continue the
good work with King Boris and try to bring Bulgaria
into the Balkan Pact. That pact was one of mutual
non-aggression. He hated the phrase so commonly
applied to the Balkans, "the powder factory." "There
will be no war in the Balkans," said he in 1933. " The
one danger has always been in the interference of the
great powers in Balkan affairs. But for the meddling
of the great powers there would not be even a shadow
of danger from this part of Europe," Alexander's
object in deciding to visit King Boris in Sofia, in the
summer of 1934, was to disentangle the Italian intrigue
in Bulgarian politics, Boris had married an Italian
princess and promise had been given that the children
of the union would be baptized into the Roman Church.
Boris had taken the first step away from Rome in having
his child baptized into the Orthodox Church, A small
matter, perhaps, but Boris was a decent fellow and
had given sign that he did not intend to be made the
cat's-paw of Rome.

It was a dangerous visit. For Pavelitch's threat
must be taken seriously. He had the backing of the
enemy, Italy. And Bulgaria had plenty of men who
still hated Serbia and would count it virtue to hurl a
bomb at the King, The Serbian Minister of the Interior
in co-operation with the Bulgarians, packed Sofia with
police agents. A number of Bulgarians were placed
under precautionary arrest, that is, confined to their
homes for the period of the visit.

Alexander was indifferent to the danger he incurred.
His court marshal, Atsa Dimitrievitch, who was to some
extent responsible for the monarch's safety, was appre-
hensive, the more so as he developed a poisoned foot
and had great difficulty in keeping close to his King.
He tells how Boris and Alexander talked far into the
night* He was in an antechamber, resting one bandaged